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Yemen, a country of the southern end of the Arabian Peninsula in western
Asia, has suffered by years of violence. However, the civil war which began
in 2015 has been one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world. The war
caused twenty-two millions of people who need urgent help to survive and
to trap civilians in a life of starvation, violence and disease. This paper
assesses the conflict from the beginning of the protests of the Arab uprising
to civil war and peace negotiations. It aims to illustrate the underlying
reasons for the country to be a total war-zone.
A Brief History of the ‘Trouble’
The contemporary conflict in Yemen cannot be assessed sufficiently without
understanding the history of the trouble in the country. Yemen has been at
the centre of violence for two centuries. While it has not been a conflicted
territory under the control of the Ottoman Empire for four centuries, the
British involvement caused the partition of the country in 1839. Whilst
North Yemen remained part of the Ottoman Empire, South Yemen has been
a dependent state of the British Empire. The violent conflict between and
within the two sides maintained after South Yemen became an independent
country in 1967.i Particularly, Yemen has turned to a war-zone between
Soviet Russia-supported South Yemen and the US-supported North Yemen
which was a miniature of the bipolar world during the Cold War Era.
North and South Yemen witnessed several coup d’etat and upheaval until
the agreement of re-uniting the country in 1990 which was possible only
after the collapse of the Soviet Union.ii When the Soviet Union’s influence
on South Yemen ended, the US loosened its authority on North Yemen and
so, both sides came together to discuss ending the long-standing partition.
The clash of interests of the US and Russia is similar with the Syrian civil
war for the sake of controlling the region.iii
The election of Ali Abdullah Saleh as the first president of the Republic of
Yemen did not end the unrest as he aimed to control political power under
his authority. The limited political reforms, economic difficulties and
human right issues caused turmoil in the country. The Arab uprisings have
just pulled the trigger of angry reaction against Saleh. However, his
resignation did not prevent a civil war due to political and local grievances.
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